
May 17, 2022 

 

The Honorable Chellie Pingree   The Honorable David Joyce 

Chair       Ranking Member 

House Appropriations Subcommittee on  House Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies  Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 

Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Jeff Merkley    The Honorable Lisa Murkowski 

Chair       Ranking Member 

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on  Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies  Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies  

Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Chairs Pingree and 



to conduct an investigation into potential excess cancer deaths associated with exposure to 

ethylene oxide in a nearby sterilization facility. ATSDR is also expanding state environmental 

health capacity by developing geospatial tools and other resources that states can use to address 

hazardous exposures.   

 

ATSDR also provides vital support to advance children’s environmental health. The agency 

provides environmental health education to public health professionals, clinicians, community 

members and others. ATSDR also supports ten Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Units 

that advise parents and pediatric health providers on protecting and caring for children 

potentially exposed to harmful chemicals. In addition to the thousands of trainings conducted, 

PEHSUs have provided over 1,000 consultations benefitting nearly 2,500 health professionals, 

parents, and community members. PEHSUs provide a vital role because most healthcare 

professionals do not receive proper training to recognize, manage, treat, and prevent 

environmentally related conditions in children.  

 

We urge you to support a request for $100 million for ATSDR in FY 2023. This would 

significantly enhance the agency’s ability to respond to community requests for assistance, fund 

state and local health departments and protect the nation’s health.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 

American Academy of Pediatrics 

American College of Clinical Pharmacy 

American Public Health Association 

Association for Prevention Teaching and Research 

Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs 

Association of Public Health Laboratories 

Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health  

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 

Children's Environmental Health Network 

Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 

Endocrine Society 

Green & Healthy Homes Initiative 

Medical Students for a Sustainable Future 

National Association of County and City Health Officials 

National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners 

National Center for Healthy Housing 

National Environmental Health Association 

National League for Nursing 

National Network of Public Health Institutes 

Trust for America's Health 


