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�` D I R E C T  F R O M  C D C  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  H E A LT H  S E R V I C E S

About a decade ago, a group of environ-
mental public health (EPH) profes-
sionals from state and local health de-

partments, federal and national public health 
organizations, and academia engaged in dis-
cussions and provided much needed input on 
the development process for a revolutionary 
advancement in public health—national vol-
untary accreditation for public health depart-
ments. The Public Health Accreditation Board 
(PHAB) formally launched the program in 
2011 and accredited the �rst cohort of health 
departments in 2013. Since that time, PHAB 
has made signi�cant progress accomplishing 
its mission to improve and protect the health 
of the public by advancing and transforming 

the quality and performance of governmental 
public health agencies (Ingram, Mays, & Kus-
sainov, 2018; Kronstadt et al., 2016).
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