


June 2021 • Journal of Environmental Health 29

A D VA N C E M E N T  O F  T H E  PRACTICEA D VA N C E M E N T  O F  T H E  PRACTICE

and other at-risk populations. Immediately,
project staff and resources shifted from hur-
ricane recovery to emergency response, spe-
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project activities completed on time. Prog-
ress of the project activities could only be
possible through the teamwork of CDC,
PRDOH, project staff, NEHA, the Associa-
tion of State and Territorial Health Of� cials,
FEMA, Americares, and the Food and Drug
Administration. “We can only achieve suc-
cess by respecting and valuing everyone’s
role on the team,” says PRDOH Program
Manager Aura Ortiz Sánchez. She demon-
strated true resiliency by doing whatever
was needed to keep public health a priority
in Puerto Rico and helping department staff
to manage the stress of their personal and
professional responsibilities. As a result, the
project activities have improved the island’s
capacity to respond to future emergencies.
PRDOH has not only improved and updated
infrastructure and equipment to help them
do their jobs but also has staff with resil-
iency skills and the resources they need to
serve their community.

For more information on CDC’s disaster
response and recovery activities for environ-
mental health, visit www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/
rra/index.html.


